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bright lights c« o/l

Bloom, Bayless, Woodward
& Bernstein and Jim's Farm

by brwin Muchmiok. "5

Like my friend Roh
Costas, the late  Peter
Jemnings, and assormed jour
nalistic and media betiers
I'm a provd member of the
fravernity of college diop
ot This i nod o be con
fused wath the Amalgamaied
vasochatbon of Motons in the
Theee Stooees episode "Half
Wits Holiday,”

I “atended” Vanderbilt
from 19721 10 1976 on the
Grantland Rice Memaorial
Scholarship, thanks in pan
Irwin Muchniek o a recommendation letter

from a previous recipient
{and my Hustler editor-in-chcf forebear) Roy Blount Jr. Decades
later, Roy and | would he on opposite sides of a fandmark legal
dispute, when he as president of the Authoss Guild, suppored
a global class-aciion copyright senlement 1o which |, as a former
amistant director of the MNational Weiters Uglon and freefance
rabblerouser, objected. This case would go all the way 1o the U1L.5
Supreme Court under what | must admit is 4 most asteful name:
Revd Elevier 1 Muchock

During my years on Maghville's western bander, | dreamed of
becoming as great a writer as Nathanael West, and 1 beat a path
from my dorm to the Histler affices, the non-alcoholic saloan of
my misspent vouth. Evidently, T dida’t spend nearly enough time
with my nose in textbooks explodng whether Freud had a man-
crush on Mar.

One semester | got the bright idea of scheduling my classes
o start every day at & am, and end by noon. This way, | could
fight all the way through even if 1 were just complenng a Hustler
production night on Sunday or Wednesday, or just returning
from the printer in Murfreeshoro on Tuesday or Frday. Let's just
way this plan didn't work ouwt =0 good, rither

My colleagues were folks like John Bloom (today more
famous a8 drive-in mowvie critic and redneck stieet philosopher
Jroe Hob Briges) and Skip Bayless (ioday more famons as . Skip
Bayless)

Nan Bischoff, my ex-best friend. did most of the deep
thinking as managing editor during my junior year, while | was
editor-in-chief. mostly preening. Bischoff, whose own profes.
gional juumey has tncluded a stint as an oritic for the Nk
Srar-Ledger, was quoted in the recemt New Yook Times obituary of
Tonel Talzapan. (You can look it — and him — up.)

sneditor at Verss during that period wak a smariass by the
name of Alex “1 Am Mot Chancellor Alexander Heard” Heard. In
a further display of the clout of the Sarman Tunnel mafiosi, Alex,
as evecutive editor of Outside magazing, last pear interviewed
me about my current obsession: the under-covered scandal of
widespread sexual abuse ar USA Swimming aml other Olympic

VTV AND MY CAREER
Justin Smith discusses the
value of Vandarbilt Television
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Commitiee-sancuoned youth sports programs. There Bnt a
doubt in my mind that this s 4 story of global, Catholie Church
scale. And maybe before too much fonger Pl find a book pub-
lisher who agrees.

For me, life at Vanderbilt was mostly long nights of Woodward
& Bernstein imitations. That, and hanging out with a tight group
who enabled my lack of social development. We loved 10 wax
outraged about this or that My kide dont quite beliow me
when [ say that, upon encountering news of the *Sawrday Night
Massacre” — soon-to-be-impeached President Richard Kixon's
sacking of special prosecutor Archibald Cox — on the WRVL
teletype machine, 1 actually thought the times they were a-chang:
ing

As others have more eloguently written, our paterfamil-
ias was James Turner Leeson Jr. former Associated Mress
reporter and Race Relations Information Center director, who
wan the vaguely defined "advisor” w the Vanderbilt Student
Communications entities. The highlights were times spent  ax
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fum’s farm in Franklin, which featured horse Sister and
dog Fraulein. A few years after not graduating, 1 stayed
there for @ weekend while | was hitchhiking around. jim
and I made homemade bee cream and blasied Blondie
reconds

Benoit, in turn, was a wedge into taumatic brain
injury tn spors and entertainment. That Is the subjecx
of both my new book and the current movie Concussion,
in which Will Smith affects a bad West African accent in

his ponraval of my NF

It wok a while o get

whistichlower friend D
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which had been cover ain-

For America foot soldier at

rics in major magazines
Almost immediately, WWE szar Chris Benoit went on a
double murder-suicide rampage that, Tor a few weeks,
was honey to the flies of cable news. | went mano a
mano with the host of The O'Reilly Factor and FCW com-
missioned me to wote Chres & Newcr: The Troe Seery of
the Bemoit Murder-Suicide and Po Wrestling's Cockail of
Dhearh | 2004)
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arguably the toughest high
schionl| [now defunct) in West Philadelphia While at
NYU law, he commuted to Alabama on death penalty
cases for the legendary Bryan Stephenson’s Equal justice
Initiative

Nate [who was named after Mathanacl West, and
coincidentally born on the 0th anniversary of West's
death] s lving naveling: studying, and working in
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China following graduation from LUCLA. He's sharpen:
ing his fluency in Mandarin, which of course is poked
to become the lingua franca of the 208t century
Mara, now at UG Santa Crus (where she will maor in
some combinaton of anthropology, an history. and
feminisy studies), was electrified by her month in Cubs
last summer. Ahe wanted to go there before Washington.
Havana relations got fully “normalized.” Masa declined
comment on whether this is because her waywand par-
enis don't do normal

Liat Fu Hao is in filfth grade. We were gifted with her
on my birthday, and juest before her own fint, in Jlangyi
Mrovince. In other words, Lia s the gift that keeps giv
ing. Who knows — maybe some day she'll graduate from
Vanderbly, =

Trv Atnchonich is a widely published jomalis afowe work
hirs appeaned in The Mew York Times Magazine, Spors
Mlwstrated, People, and many other majer mogazines il
newspapers, He has been ingrvieced on forums as diverse s
Fex Mews' OFYReilly Facvor and Napomal Publi Radic’s
Fresh Ak with Terry Gross.

HMe is the author mest necently of Conousslon Inc.: The
End of Football As We Know It — which is dedicated e
Fim Legson.
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