
From: Irvin Muchnick 
To: Ellliot Almond  
Cc: Mike Frankell; Bert Robinson; David Butler; Darryl Matsuda  
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2014 10:16 AM 
Subject: Media inquiry -- USA Swimming-FBI story 
 
Mr. Almond: 
  
As I said in my voicemails and on Twitter, there are serious questions about your story flatly 
asserting that there is no FBI investigation of USA Swimming. Whether or not that is the case 
– and I believe you are dead wrong – the Merc seems lacking in some journalism 
fundamentals here. 
  
At Concussion Inc., we’re publishing a story tentatively headlined “Did the San Jose Mercury 
News Get Duped in the Story of Congressman Miller, the FBI, and USA Swimming?” We’d 
need your response to the following questions by 5 p.m. Pacific time today: 
 

• Who at USA Swimming told you that they were not under investigation from the FBI? 
The communications director? A PR contractor? An Olympic Committee lobbyist? What 
made you think it was sufficient to make that assertion without quoting the USA Swimming 
official by name, after Congressman Miller published letters signed by himself and by a high-
ranking FBI official? 

• Why did the background of the article mention only old “legacy” cases, and not the 
material developed in the Miller letter: that there are also current and ongoing cover-ups?  

• Concussion Inc. has reported that the FBI's Campbell office subpoenaed thousands 
of pages of documents in discovery in a lawsuit in Santa Clara County Superior Court -- 
records USA Swimming illegally suppressed, for which they paid tens of thousands of dollars 
in court sanctions before finally complying with a California Supreme Court order to release 
them. Were you aware of that? If yes, why didn’t you mention that for context? If not, why did 
you do no independent reporting? 

  
Thanks for your time and I look forward to hearing back. 
  
 
Irv Muchnick 
 
 
========== 
 
 
From: Elliott Almond 
To: Irvin Muchnick  
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2014 11:48 AM 
Subject: Re: Media inquiry -- USA Swimming-FBI story 
 
Dear Mr. Muchnick, 
Thank you for your inquiry.  
 



We stand by our story. 
 
Regards, 
Elliott Almond 
 
   
========== 
 
 
From: Irvin Muchnick 
To: Elliott Almond  
Cc: Mike Frankell; Bert Robinson; David Butler; Darryl Matsuda  
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2014 11:56 AM 
Subject: Re: Media inquiry -- USA Swimming-FBI story 

 

Thanks for getting back to me, but "We stand by our story" is not a response to specific 
questions. We will report that Almond and the Mercury News declined to say who at 
USA Swimming claimed they were not under FBI investigation, and whether not naming 
the person in the story was an appropriate practice under the circumstances; why the 
Merc ignored the most recent information in Miller's letter; and whether you even knew 
about the Campbell FBI office's subpoenaing of USA Swimming documents whose 
release was suppressed for years and forced by the state Supreme Court. 


