
27 COMMENTS 

1.  

SCAQTony 

November 12, 2014 

One question, How can the organization be trusted when the same management is still in 

place that knowingly gave Uchiyama a strong recommendation despite knowledge of 

sexually abusive behavior and actually covered up an official abuse complaint regarding 

Andrew King in 2003? 

As a result of that cover-up King was given a free pass to abuse child athletes for an 

additional 6-years or so. How can the same management bragging about accomplishments be 

trusted? 

REPLY 

2.  

Monica Strzempko 

November 12, 2014 

USA swimming claims they have come along way since 2010. Our complaint originated in 

Oct. 2012. In Sept 2013, we got a fedEx from USA swimming saying the case was closed 

unless Anna was willing to involve herself in their “hearing”. This is after she spoke with 

USA swimming’s investigator, Nancy Fisher, as did I, my son, and Anna’s therapist. USA 

swimming now has 2 statements from Anna, as well as the therapists’s diagnosis of PTSD. 

Anna can’t even hear the mention of the coach’s name, let alone hear his voice without being 

triggered. Why does USA swimming insist on this kangaroo court? Susan Woessner never 

reached out to us last Spring. In addition, I spoke extensively with Victor Veith. What more 



do they want from us? The only reason they are looking into it now is because of the 

publicity. USA swimming does not protect it’s athletes in any way. 2014 is no better than 

2009. 

REPLY 

o  

SCAQTony 

November 12, 2014 

No doubt that all members of the Strzempko family have been wrecked by this 

trauma. My heart goes out to your family during this traumatic period. I as both 

sorry and outraged you can’t get justice. As a bystander shouting from the gallery, 

USA Swimming management, much like the inmate at a parole hearing insisting 

they have “changed” and will “never do that crime again” suddenly goes out and 

commits the same crime over-and-over. 

This public relations talking point insisting they are reformed organization was 

getting milage but your family coming forward is making it very clear they still 

don’t know what they are doing nor does the upper management care. 

REPLY 

3.  

Erika 

November 13, 2014 

Monica, 



You’re willing to tell your story for media attention and you’re willing to tell your story for 

financial settlement, but you’re not willing to tell your story in a disciplinary hearing to make 

sure the coach doesn’t hurt anyone else? 

REPLY 

o  

SCAQTony 

November 13, 2014 

Erika, 

I suspect your question was rhetorical so as to impeach the victim’s character. I also 

suspect you already knew the answer. Unfortunately unsophisticated readers 

wouldn’t. So here is my rhetorical question… 

The victim provided her statement and her evidence, why does she have to do it 

over again in a disciplinary hearing while an an opposing attorney not bound by 

‘Deposition Civil Procedure’ emotionally tears her apart so as to game a settlement 

in USA Swimming’s favor? 

REPLY 

�  

Monica Strzempko 

November 13, 2014 

Erika, 

Your lack of sensitivity is alarming. Maybe you should talk to a few rape 

survivors before you make such suggestions. USA swimming has 2 

matching statements from my daughter as well as a PTSD diagnosis. Why 



would an open hearing where she has to be tortured by the voice of her 

former abuser be necessary? Most of the banned coaches have criminal 

charges against them. I find this “beyond a reasonable doubt” a bit 

extreme for an orgainzation with a long history of sexual abuse and cover 

up. It is the responsibility of USA swimming to protect it’s youth and 

discipline the coaches- not mine. My daughter was not protected, and 

then was blamed for being raped. 

�  

David 

November 13, 2014 

Seems like the issue is that the coaches still deserve due process. Believe 

it or not, there are a lot of false accusations that occur all the time. You 

cannot just automatically punish the coaches without due process. Just 

because a girl says she is raped doesn’t mean it actually happened. I am 

not doubting this particular case, I am just speaking as a lawyer. 

4.  

David 

November 13, 2014 

Article looks more like a large book report than anything. Regurgitating old information that 

has already been reported on by others, while giving no actual citations, is not investigative 

reporting. 

REPLY 



o  

Cindy 

November 13, 2014 

Ms. Strzempko’s case is not old information. And I bet the whole insurance 

coverage game played by USA Swimming is “new” information to even those in 

the swimming world. 

I would venture to say that most of the information in this article is “new” to a lot 

of people outside the swimming world…people being reached by Outside 

Magazine’s coverage. 

REPLY 

�  

SCAQTony 

November 13, 2014 

Cindy, 

Like the author you accuse, your indictment of their journalistic prowess 

provides no examples, no citations, or links to back up your blanket 

statement. Thus, your comment is a “pot calling the kettle black” 

argument. 

o  

Coach Dia 



November 13, 2014 

PAST and NOW 

USA Swimming’s so-called “Safe Sport” is no more effective than it was when it 

didn’t exist. 

David is one of many in the USA Swimming hierarchy who is part of the problem. 

While all of the garbage that is spewed out by individuals like lawyer David and 

those who are guilty of cover up and obfuscation, the day of reckoning is on the 

horizon for those who commit crimes against children and athletes. And the day of 

reckoning is near for those of you who knew and did nothing or worse revictimized 

victims and their families. I and the countless 100′s of unheard and hurt victims 

have to believe this. The many more who have painfully remained silent and who 

are too weak and destroyed to fight are counting on this. We ask where are all the 

noble good people in the sport to help? 

Past and Present, USA Swimming has used a scorched earth policy regarding 

children and athletes that have been hurt by coaches who abuse their power. 

Especially failing to properly address the issues, investigate, adhere to the 

published rules, and in my opinion are/have criminally conspiring to aid in cover 

ups, using abusive tactics to exhaust whistleblowers and victims emotionally and 

financially. They fail to tell the truth if they are not playing the “I don’t remember” 

game while spinning facts to their favor. 

USA Swimming’s so-called “Safe Sport” under Susan Woessner is no more 

effective in protecting our kids than it was when it didn’t exist all. The same 

individuals litigate, obfuscate, conspire and spin, making decisions based on 

politics as opposed to right and wrong. Safe Sport and Ms. Woessner are mere 

window dressings with all the feel good language and philosophy that looks good 

for the press, FBI and Congressional investigators. In other words, smoke and 

mirrors for the ill-informed membership. 

The Safe Sport model tells individuals how to address grooming and red flag 

behavior, as well as claims of or witnessed abuse. USA Swimming tells coaches 

and members to report to them first and it will be confidential. They tell you they 

will investigate (if they ever get around to it). They promote that they will report to 



law enforcement. It is my experience that Safe Sport, together with the very same 

lawyers who ultimately defend USA Swimming in sex abuse claims, do nothing 

more than gather information which they will ultimately use against the victim or 

whistleblower and protect their Olympic coaches at all costs, especially if that 

coach was in the know about the abuse of his friends and colleagues. They lead you 

to believe that they care and are investigating thoroughly and will help you. This is 

the illusion. And it is disgusting that they get away with it. 

The Safe Sport program has become a shield or better a cloak for which these 

unscrupulous overpaid irresponsible executives hide. David is a part of those hiding 

under that cloak . 

The USA Swimming Family is duped and at risk because of this ridiculous and 

unethical policy and more important procedural failure. 

The commentary of David the lawyer is insensitive and without merit. Not to 

mention that his calculated commentary is agonizing for the scores of victims who 

have had there cries for help ignored, covered up and conspired against to protect 

the coaches,club administration,LSCs and NGBs image and the swimming brand. 

David, you did not get it when you ignored Kelly Currin’s screams for help, and 

you still don’t get it.b 

God willing, we are on the verge of securing new leadership at USA Swimming 

and you are clearly not part of what is needed in order to fully and completely 

secure the safety for our kids. 

REPLY 

�  

Andrew 

November 13, 2014 

Dia, 



Great diatribe written by your attorney, Bob Allard. 

�  

SCAQTony 

November 13, 2014 

Andrew, …And your worthless comment was probably written by Chuck 

Wielgus. You know Chuck, right? The guy who sat on a sexual abuse 

complaint that could of put Andrew King in jail 7-years earlier but instead 

the pedophile was allowed to molest young girls for additional 6-or-so-

years before getting caught. I can send you the email if you want? 

5.  

David 

November 13, 2014 

Tony. The difference being that I am not a journalist that is writing an article for a 

publication. I am merely commenting and am not obligated to provide citation. I hope you’re 

not an attorney. 

REPLY 

o  

SCAQTony 

November 13, 2014 



Cindy, If you are going to disparage a journalist’s work and a victim by claiming to 

be an insider, at least provide one fact the article got wrong or your comment is 

both a waste of time and/or a serious trolling effort. That was the crux of my 

comment but I suppose that point was lost on you. 

REPLY 

�  

Cindy 

November 13, 2014 

Huh? 

�  

SCAQTony 

November 13, 2014 

Guess it really was lost on you. 

6.  

Cindy 

November 13, 2014 

Tony, 

I suggest you go back and read my post. I posted in response to David who did in fact 

disparage the author. I did not. I support the Outside article, especially because it helps to get 

this information out to those who are not part of the swimming world. It also does a great job 



of exposing USA Swimming’s insurance game. 

My heart goes out to the Strzempko family and all the abuse victims. 

Please read my post again. 

REPLY 

o  

SCAQTony 

November 13, 2014 

ooops, my bad, I meant David. I do apologize :-S 

REPLY 

7.  

David 

November 13, 2014 

So I guess that nobody here is in favor of due process? Girl claims something happened so it 

MUST have happened? Lynch-mob mentality? Or should all parties involved in such 

accusations be treated fairly and let the due process sort out the issues? Or are we just 

interested in castrating all the men around here? 

REPLY 

8.  

Coach Dia 



November 13, 2014 

There is absolutely little of judicious nature or fair about USA Swimming Safe Sport process. 

REPLY 

9.  

Monica Strzempko 

November 13, 2014 

David, 

Really lynch mob mentality? The lynch mob blamed the victim. Why does USA swimming 

with a history of sexual abuse and cover up require a beyond a reasonable doubt mentality? 

In a school, or any other organization for children, a written statement is enough. Do kids lie? 

Yes, but adults lie a lot more. My daughter lost her sport, and her community. What could 

possibly have been in this for her? Her teammates called her a slut and a liar. USA swimming 

does not protect its athletes. 

REPLY 

o  

David 

November 14, 2014 

Not to state the obvious, but calling the police would be the first logical step. In 

schools, etc, the police are called, an investigation ensues and due process runs the 

course. I am not really talking specifically about your daughter. Every accusation 

should be taken seriously. What I do not understand is why you are so focused on 

USA swimming when common sense would tell me, as a parent, to call the police. 



REPLY 

�  

Monica Strzempko 

November 14, 2014 

The Police were called, and USA swimming has the report. Without DNA 

or eyewitnesses there is no criminal case. He said she said is always the 

case with rape, especially when calculated pedophiles are involved. USA 

Swimming has provided a haven for these guys, and you are in the front 

row of their defense. Again, look at USA swimming’s history. Most of 

the banned coaches went to jail. Do our children have no other protection 

in youth sports? How do you sleep at night? 

�  

Alex 

November 14, 2014 

And the report to the police was overturned in appeal by the coach – as 

mentioned in the outside article. How does USA Swimming make its case 

on an overturned report alone as you assert it should be able to? You’re 

angry, I hear that, but I think you have to be willing to understand the 

challenge the case presents. 

10.  

Coach Dia 



November 13, 2014 

Andrew, 

I am capable of voicing my own observations and opinions and have. I speak for myself . 

Bob has nothing to do with my expression of opinion and empathy for children who have 

been victimized relentlessly. I care that REAL changes be made where athletes and their 

welfare take precedence over greed and market brand. I care that people in the administration 

of our non profit public benefit corporation govern with integrity. An organization that puts 

the athlete first will develop true and emotionally whole champions. Diatribe my butt. I 

expressed my heartfelt opinions. Go ahead attack me too just like you do any especially a 

woman who speaks truth to power. 

REPLY 

o  

Monica Strzempko 

November 14, 2014 

Alex, 

You have no right to patronize me. The DCF report was appealed which is not 

legally binding. It was overturned because DCF did not follow due process in their 

investigation. If you have followed DCF in MA in the last two years, you would 

know that the organization itself is under investigation. The police report remains at 

the Holyoke Police Department. If you and the powers that be in USA swimming 

want to protect the coach as you have protected many other sex abusers in the past, 

he’s your problem. Maybe you can find him another team. He can’t hurt Anna any 

more. 

REPLY 

LEAVE A REPLY 

 


