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Wednesday, June 18, 2008 7:34 AM 

From: Jerry McDevitt 

To: Irvin Muchnick 

 

Dear Mr. Muchnick, 

In my career, I have had the opportunity to work with real journalists 

in both the print and electronic media. Real journalists typically try 

to get the facts from real sources with knowledge, and in my experience 

welcome being provided facts and correcting errors made in prior 

reporting. I have also had the misfortune of having to deal with your 

ilk, who masquerade as reporters,  who make no attempt to get facts from 

real sources, and who resent the truth when it gets in the road of their 

preordained theories and mindless speculation passed off as factual 

reporting. 

Your handling of the information provided to you demonstrates the 

reckless manner emblematic of your ilk, and provides graphic evidence 

not only of your reckless disregard for the truth, but your actual 

malice towards those who confront you with the truth. In the process, 

you have now spewed defamatory per se statements about me on the 

internet instead of correcting prior false statements. 

Thus, you have no placed on the internet, in bold print, the statement 

that I provided you with a misleading account of the contact with the 

Albany DA. This, of course, was in reference to me pointing out to you 

that WWE acted within a day of getting the names of talent who had dealt 

with Signature pharmacy. Your sole basis for falsely and maliciously 

accusing me of providing a misleading account is not a source with 

knowledge of my dealing with the Albany District Attorney, but rather 

another of your ilk, Dave Meltzer, who has precisely no knowledge 

whatsoever of anything that happened at the meeting with the DA or of 

the subsequent discussions with the DA. Thus, based on Meltzer's false 

and incorrect statement that "The company was given the list of names at 

the meeting, which took place two weeks before Summerslam", you accuse 

me of provided a false and misleading account. The meeting with the 

District Attorney did take place on Aug 14th, but we were not given the 

names of any talent who had dealt with Signature at that meeting, as 

Meltzer and now you have falsely reported. Instead, the DA asked if WWE 

would take any action if they did provide their information to us, and I 

told him I was quite sure the company would do so but would confirm that 

and get back to him to that effect, which was done by email the next 

day. 

The day that information was finally provided to us, which was Aug 

29th, the named talent were summoned to be interviewed immediately at 

WWE headquarters .Those interviews were conducted on the 30th and the 



morning of the 31st at WWE headquarters, and the disciplinary action 

taken was immediately announced. 

  Your other headline treatment of the factual information provided to 

you was also constructed with a view towards disparaging me for 

providing it to you, rather than using it to cease your mindless theory, 

still completely unexplained that WWE somehow had advance knowledge of 

what had happened in the Benoit house, which is an utter and malicious 

falsehood you have constructed out of nothing. 

You may think that people don't care about their good name and 

reputation, and that you have some right to print whatever you like 

without consequence. I can assure you that I don't intend to give my 

professional reputation to you to damage with lies as a price of 

communicating the truth to you in order to prevent you from continuing 

to print lies about those I represent. You should consider this a formal 

demand for an immediate retraction of your false statements about me 

referenced above, to be published as prominently as the lie was 

published. 


